
PISTON and Ring INSTALLATION GUIDE

Rev6 Pistons should be installed to the clearance specifications in the OEM service manual of the given

application. Additional bore clearance may be necessary for an engine that has been modified. 

Always have the piston available when boring any cylinder so the clearances can be exact. Do not have the cylinder

bored before purchasing your piston. Be sure to double check the clearances before final assembly. 

-Rev6 recommends you have the official/OEM installation specifications and service manual specific to the machine

that you are installing these pistons in. 

Clean parts thoroughly and use quality installation lube when installing engine parts. The cylinder(s) should be

cleaned thoroughly with a good solvent and some paper towels. Do this until the towel comes out clean and

residue free. Repeat if necessary to avoid leaving any debris or oil in the cylinder. 

Here at Rev6 Engines & Parts our pistons are manufactured per OEM specifications. Refer to your shop manual to

find the clearance for your machine. 

The chart provided below is a general indication of clearance.
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Ring Installation: 

2 Stroke: 
Markings always face up. 
Thinner, dark gray with silver finish on the outer diameter = Top Compression Ring
Thicker black ring = Second Compression Ring 

4-Stroke: 
Markings always face up. 
Top: Thinner, dark gray with silver finish on the outer diameter = Top Compression Ring
Middle: Thicker black ring = Middle Compression Ring 
Bottom: The “oil” ring, made up of one expansion ring and two scraper rings

Rev6 piston rings pre-gapped and matched for the specific piston and bore size. Typically it is not necessary to file the

ring gap, but when installing the rings on the piston, the installer should still always check for the correct ring end

gap specifications. Ring gap can be measured with a feeler gauge while the ring is seated level in the cylinder. Ring gap

should be around 0.4% to 0.5% of the piston diameter. 

The second ring should always be larger than the gap in the top compression ring. 

Dual and Single ring gaps range from 0.254mm - 0.635mm 

            

Oil rings do not need to be checked for gap specifications or be modified. 

      

Install the rings onto the piston, starting with the oil control ring (for 4-strokes). Do not spread the ring out to fit

over the piston, it will break. instead, Put one side of the ring into the top ring groove and work it around until it is in

the top ring groove, then repeat into the next ring groove. repeat until the ring is in the correct position on the piston.

Always install the expansion ring first, followed by scraper rings. Be sure not to allow the expansion ring ends to

overlap. Check for the proper installation of the oil expander ring. The two scraper rings should be staggered at least 15

degrees or 25.4mm from the gap of the expansion ring, (one gap to the right of the expansion ring gap, the other to the

left of the expansion ring gap).  Then, if applicable, install the lower compression ring and finally the top compression

ring. Stager the compression ring gaps 180 degrees. Avoid having the gaps of any ring in the center of the piston on the

intake or exhaust side. Install one wrist pin circlip, then lube and install the wrist pin into the piston and upper

connecting rod, then install the other circlip. carefully install circlips without bending or distorting them. We

recommend installing the wrist pin circlips with the opening at the 6 or 12 o'clock position.
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